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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 3666 

USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, OAS, VE, CU, NU 

SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN INITIATIVE TO RELAX SANCTIONS 
AGAINST CUBA: GON REPLY 

REF: MANAGUA 3401 

1. SUMMARY: FOREIGN MISTRY GAVE EMBASSY SEPTEMBER 6 
A COPY OF THE "MEMORANDUM" IT HAS SENT IN REPLY TO 
THE VENEZUELAN OAS INITIATIVE. IN EXPRESSING ITS 
DISAGREEMENT WITH THE VENEZUELAN PROPOSAL, THE FOREIGN 
MINSTRY(A) REJECTS THESIS THAT CONDITIONS HAVE CHANGED 
AND SUGGESTION THAT SANCTIONS IMPOSED FOR PEACE AND 
SECURITY REASONS CAN BE LIFTED FOR IDEOLOGICAL REASONS; 

(B) MAINTAINS THAT CUBAN THREAT TO PEACE AND SECURITY 
IS DIMINISHED BUT NOT TOTALLY ELIMINATED AND GOC 
DEMONSTRATES BOTH FAVORABLE AND UNFAVORABLE ATTITUDES; 
AND (C) INSISTS THAT SANCTIONS CAN BE LIFTED ONLY BY TWO- 
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THIRDS VOTE OF COUNCIL MEMBERS. END SUMMARY. 
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2. THE FOLLOWING IS AN EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF 
FOREIGN MINISTRY MEMORANDUM. QUOTE. THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OF NICARAGUA HAS RECEIVED THE AIDE 
MEMOIRE AND PROPOSED RESOULTION FORMULATED BY THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OF VENEZUELAIN WHICH IT ANALYZES THE 
MEASURES ADOPTED AT THE NINTH MFM CONCERNING THE 
GOVERNMENT OF CUBA AND REQUESTS OUR OPINION. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF NICARAGUA REGRETS THAT IT CANNOT 
AGREE WITH THE CRITERIA OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF VENEZUELA 
TO THE EFFECT THAT THE PROFOUND CHANGES EXPERIENCED IN 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN RECENT YEARS AND THE PREDOMINANCE OF 
THE IDEA THAT ALL STATES SHOULD DEVELOP THEIR RELATIONS IN A 
SENSE OF FULL COOPERATION AND PLURALISTIC SOLIDARITY REQUIRE 
AN ANALYSIS OF THE MEASURES ADOPTED AT THE ( NINTH (MEETING OF 
CONSULTATION. 

IN EFFECT. THOSE MEASURES WERE NOT ADOPTED FOR IDEOLOGICAL 
REASONS BUT BECAUSE OF ACTS THAT QUOTE CONSTITUTE AN 
AGREESSION AND AN INTERVENTION BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA 
IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF VENEZUELA UNQUOTE. 

CORRELATIVELY, THE REMOVAL OF THOSE MEASURES SHOULD NOT 
BE BASED ON IDEOLOGICAL REASONS SUCH AS THOSE CONTAINED IN 
THE FIVE CONSIDERATIONS OF THE PROJECTED (VENEZUELAN) 

RESOLUTION, BUT RATHER ON THE FACT THAT QUOTE THE GOVERNMENT 
OF CUBA WOULD HAVE CEASED TO CONSTITUTE A DANGER TO THE 
PEACE AND SECURITY OF THE CONTINENT UNQUOTE, AS STATED IN 
RESOLUTION OF THE NINTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION. 

WITH REGARD TO THIS FUNDAMENTAL QUESTION, THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OF NICARAGUA BELIEVES THAT, WHILE THERE SEEMS TO 
HAVE BEEN SOME DIMUNITION IN THE DANGER, IT CANNOT BE SAID 
TO HAVE BEEN TOTALLY ELIMINATED. 

THERE ARE SOME FAVORABLE INDICATIONS SUCH AS THE RECENT 
CONVENTION WITH USA CONCERNING AIR PIRACY AND THE 
OPPORTUNE AND GENEROUS AID GIVEN TO THE PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA 
WHEN THE EARTHQUAKE DESTROYED MANAGUA LAST DECEMBER. HOWEVER, 
THERE ARE ALSO SOME UNFAVORABLE SIGNS SUCH AS THE CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT'S REITERATION OF ITS LACK OF A DESIRE TO RETURN 
TO THE OAS, AS PRESIDENT CALDERA RECOGNIZED IN THE PRESS 
STATEMENTS ATTACHED TO THE VENEZUELAN AIDE MEMOIRE. IT 
COULD BE, AND IT IS HOPED, THAT IN THE FUTURE THERE WILL BE 
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A CHANGE IN THE ATTITUDE OF THE GOC, AND THEN WILL BE THE TIME 
TO REMOVE THE MEASURES ADOPTED. GIVEN ITS BROTHERLY FEELINGS 
FOR THE NOBLE CUBAN PEOPLE, NICARAGUAN WOULD VIEW SUCH AN 
EVENT WITH GREAT PLEASURE. 

WITH REGARD TO THE VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTRY'S PROPOSAL 
THAT THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE OAS SHOULD LEAVE THE 
MEMBER STATES FREE TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH CUBA, THE 
NICARAGUAN FOREIGN MINISTRY BELIEVES THAT APPROVAL OF SUCH 
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A RESOLUTION REQUIRES THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF TWO-THIRDS 
OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, AS DETERMINED IN THE 
RESOULTION OF THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION AND THE TERMS 
OF THE RIO TREATY REQUIRING THIS MAJORITY FOR DECISIONS OF 
THE ORGAN OF CONSULTATION. 

BASED ON THIS CRITERIA, EVEN THOUGH THE PROPOSED 
VENEZUELAN RESOLUTION DOES NOT REFER TO THE RESOLUTION OF 
THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION, IT CONSTITUTES A DEROGATION 
OF IT, AND THE COUNCIL CANNOT MAKE SUCH A DEROGATION EXCEPT 
PURSUANT TO A DELEGATION OF THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION. 
THE FACT THAT 

AT PRESENT SEVEN MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE 

OAS ARE NOT APPLYING THE MEASURES DECREED BY THE MEETING OF 
CONSULTATION, DOES NOT CONSTITUTE, IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE 
NICARAUGAN FOREIGN MINISTRY, AN ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF THEIR 
DEROGATION. IT IS TRUE THAT FAILURE TO APPLY THESE SANCTIONS 
WEAKENS THE INTERAMERICAN SYSTEM. BUT THE SYSTEM WILL BE 
EVEN MORE WEAKENED IF WE REPEAL THE SANCTIONS WITHOUT THE 
CAUSES THAT MOTIVATED THEM BEING TOTALLY ELIMINATED. 

END QUOTE. 

3. EMBASSY WILL AIR POUCH A COPY OF SPANISH TEXT 
OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY MEMORANDUM TO ARA/CEN/N. 

SHELTON 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, PEACE PLANS, EMBARGOES, COLLECTIVE SECURITY AGREEMENTS, RULES COMMITTEE, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 SEP 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: collinpO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973MANAGU03666 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS SHELTON 
Errors: N/A 
Film Number: n/a 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730949/aaaabjui.tel 

Line Count: 139 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: MANAGUA 3401 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: collinpO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23-Jan-2002 by martinmb; APPROVED <27 FEB 2002 by collinp0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VENEZUELAN INITIATIVE TO RELAX SANCTIONS AGAINST CUBA: GON REPLY 
TAGS: PFOR, VE. CU, NU, OAS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




